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• Limerick Lane Zinfandel, Collins Vineyard, Russian River 
Valley ‘06 (USA) 

• Frescobaldi Nipozzano Chianti Ruffina ’05 (ITALY) 
 

Limerick Lane is a superb Zinfandel producer. 
Proprietor Michael Collins simply has no tolerance for 
mediocrity and his Zinfandels over the lane have 
borne that out. When I met with him last November, I 
was once again amazed by the quality- the ’06 
Limerick Lane Russian River Valley Zinfandel is simply 
stunning. Powerful yet well balanced, this is excellent 
red Zinfandel should taste.  
 

In Tuscany, Frescobaldi makes incredibly classy reds, and the 
’05 Chianti Rufina smashes that palate with exceptional red fruit 
flavors along with an accent of tree dust. There are lots to love 
in this Tuscan treat.  
 
While Zinfandel often overpowers the palate and 
Chianti Rufina sometimes takes a too rustic road, 
both of these gems offers the contrary road by 
matching and not overpowering wines. Pair with 
light meats in a reduction sauce that includes fresh 
herbs and a dried fruits, you will find both wines and 
food to intertwine beyond the usual bill of fare. 
 
 



Winery Notes: Limerick Lane Winery 
Michael Collins is a man of passion and dedication. In 1977 he, his brother Tom and friend Ted 
Markoczy, purchased 30 acres on Limerick Lane complete with squatters, broken down 
buildings and chicken coops.  Contrast this image with the beautifully tended rows of Zinfandel 
vines that produce award winning wines today, and one can see the fruition of Michael’s vision 
to produce great wines.    
Michael has a talent for growing things, Tom was a mechanical genius and dreamed of making 
wine.  Ted, was a charming Hungarian who could tell a story and sell wine.  At the time that 
they purchased the vineyard property, Michael was a realtor in Sonoma County and Tom was 
a firefighter in San Francisco. They combined their skills to make the dream of Limerick Lane 
Cellars a reality. The brothers cleared weed choked fields, razed decrepit buildings, brought 
neglected old vines into health and planted new vines. 
For the first few years, Limerick Lane Vineyards sold fruit to local wineries including De Loach, 
Chateau Souverain, Ravenswood, Davis Bynum and Gary Farrell. The stellar quality of the 
grapes quickly led to wineries lining up to buy Limerick Lane fruit. 
In 1986, Michael, Tom and Ted decided to produce their first wine, a Sauvignon Blanc. They 
rented space to “custom crush” at a winery in Geyserville, and the results were well worth it.  
However, they quickly realized that the most credible way to make a wine that was expressive 
of its terroir was to produce it totally on the estate.  They built a winery on the property and 
crushed their first vintage in 1993.  Limerick Lane’s estate produced Zinfandel began receiving 
awards and accolades and quickly became well known as an exemplar of the finest California 
Zinfandel.  
In 1997 Ross Battersby became winemaker.  A beautifully appointed tasting room was 
completed in June of 2003 to welcome guests and provide an attractive and comfortable place 
for people to taste our wines.  In 2006 Club Limerick was launched and is growing rapidly.  In 
that same year Peter Leary became tasting room manager and winery chef and Richard 
Oberlin was hired as assistant winemaker and director of North Bay sales.  In 2008 Karin 
Stacy joined the Limerick Lane team as West Coast Sales Manager. 
In addition to our acclaimed Collins Vineyard Zinfandel, Limerick Lane now produces a Syrah, 
a proprietary blend of Zinfandel and Syrah (1023), a Pinot Noir, a Rose and two small 
production Old Vine Zinfandels.   
Today, Michael carries on the tradition that he began over thirty years ago producing excellent 
wines that express the unique terroir of the Collins Vineyard.  Both critics and consumers alike 
value our wines for their excellence and consistency.  Come by our tasting room to sample our 
award winning wines.  We look forward to sharing our wines with you. 

 
Accolade: 2005 Frescobaldi Nipppozzano Chianti Rufina 
90 POINTS, #76/100 TOP WINES OF 2008, WINE SPECTATOR. 
Offers plummy fruit, with hints of flowers, citrus and light chocolate. Medium-bodied, 
with a balanced and tasty palate, fine tannins and a clean finish. Structured. Best 
after 2009. 83,000 cases made. –JS 
 

Cheers,  

 
Wilfred Wong 
Cellarmaster 


